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Pentecost – 31st May 2020 
 
 

Time to Gather  
 
Holy Spirit, you are welcome. 
Come among us like a wind, 
like a fire, like a dove. 
Come gently or come boldly. 
We are waiting for you. 
Amen. 
  

Time to say sorry 
 
Leader: Let us think about the times we forgot we are followers of Jesus. The 
times we were unkind or hurtful, the times we did not care for the world or 
other people. When we say sorry to God, God promises to forgive us. 
 
Leader: We are sorry for the times when we lacked love. Lord have mercy. 
 

Everyone: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: We are sorry for the times when our words and actions were hurtful. 
Christ have mercy. 
 

Everyone: Christ, have mercy. 
 

Leader: We are sorry when we failed to care for your world. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Everyone: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: May the God of love bring us back to himself, forgive us our sins and 
assure is of his eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Everyone: Amen. 

 
Time to read our Bible story 
 
Open the Bible at Acts 2.1-21: The Church welcomes the Holy Spirit. 
Picture the scene 
 
Use the Pentecost pictures (these are a separate PDF document called “Bible Story 
Pictures) to illustrate the story as you tell it. You might like to ask the children to find 
and hold up the pictures for the relevant parts of the Bible passage. 
 
With the sound of a whirlwind it came, rushing into the house where the followers of 
Jesus were gathered. There was a commotion and flames as the Holy Spirit came, 
resting on each of the disciples like a tongue of fire. 
As it whooshed into the room, the Spirit filled them all with foreign languages, and the 
disciples spoke in words they didn’t understand. Inspired, and with words gushing out of 
them, they went out into the streets. 
It was the festival of Pentecost and Jerusalem was full of Jews from all over the world. 
When the disciples came out into the street, the crowds heard them speaking the 
message of Jesus in their own languages. They were amazed. ‘How can this be?’ they 



3 
 

asked. ‘All the followers of Jesus are from Galilee, but we 
can hear their message loud and clear in words we 
understand.’ 
Not everyone was impressed, though. Some listeners 
sneered, ‘These people are drunk.’ Peter, still filled to 
overflowing with the Spirit’s power, stood up in front of all 
the people. 
‘We are not drunk,’ he said. ‘It’s only nine in the morning. 
No, you are seeing and hearing what the prophet Joel 
spoke about in the Old Testament.’ 
Peter continued: ‘Joel said, “God will pour his Spirit on all 
people; children will prophesy and adults will see holy 

visions. The Spirit is for everyone, men, women and children; there will be signs in 
heaven and on earth, and these will be the last days. Everyone who calls on the Lord’s 
name shall be saved.”’ 
Like a fiery whirlwind it came, and the Spirit breathed new life into the followers of 
Jesus. 
  
Glossary 
Pentecost: a Jewish harvest festival. 
 

Time to think and talk about the story 
 
Please feel free to choose as much or as little as it suits you from the suggestions below 
to think together about the story. 
 
Wonder together: I wonder what was your favourite part of that 
passage/story? I wonder which part surprised or puzzled you? I wonder what it 
tells us about God? I wonder how it helps us to live as Christians? 
 
Draw or sculpt: Use paper and pens, modelling dough, Lego or pipe cleaners to 
respond to the passage or story. Share with each other something about your 
drawing or model. 
 
Bring something to the circle: Look around where you have gathered and find 
something to bring to the circle that helps you think more about what you 
have heard. Share why you chose that object. 
 

Time to pray 
 
Mind map prayers 
Place a large sheet of paper in the middle of the room. Create a mind-map as a group, 
using the following questions: 

- What do you want to thank God for? 
- What would each of you like prayer for? 
- What people you know do you want to pray for? 
- What do you want to pray for our city, our country and our world? 

 
Pray together as works best for you as a family. If you like, you could keep the mind 
map to use it for praying together throughout the coming week. 
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Time to sing 
 
This week’s song is easy and joyful, just right to praise God and thank him for the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. Below you can find the YouTube link so you can sing along: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v5EC22vjUdg 
 
Praise the Lord Every Day 
 
From my head to my shoulder 
from my knees to my toes 
I praise the Lord everyday 
With my eyes and my ears 
my hands and my feet 
I praise the Lord everyday 
 
When my mouth talks 
I will praise the Lord 
When my feet walk 
I will praise the Lord 
With a smile on my face 
I will praise the Lord 
God made all of me to praise the Lord 
 
Yancy © Yancy CCL No, 527570 

 

 
A prayer to end with 
 
Holy Spirit: 
wild wind, tongues of fire, 
words of inspiration, 
fill us with your confidence and energy, 
and make us a blessing to the world. 
Amen. 
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