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St J of J 'At Home' 
 

The Building is closed, the Church is open 
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Third Sunday after Trinity – 28th June 2020 
 
 

Time to Gather  
 
Dear Lord, 
As we worship you today, 
please open our ears to hear,  
our eyes to see  
and our hearts to understand  
more deeply, who you are. 
Amen. 
  

Time to say sorry 
 
Leader: Let us think about the times we forgot we are followers of Jesus. The 
times we were unkind or hurtful, the times we did not care for the world or 
other people. When we say sorry to God, God promises to forgive us. 
 
Leader: We are sorry for the times when we lacked love. Lord have mercy. 
 

Everyone: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: We are sorry for the times when our words and actions were hurtful. 
Christ have mercy. 
 

Everyone: Christ, have mercy. 
 

Leader: We are sorry when we failed to care for your world. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Everyone: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: May the God of love bring us back to himself, forgive us our sins and 
assure is of his eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Everyone: Amen. 

 
Time to read our Bible story 
 
Open the Bible at Matthew 10.40-42: Jesus wants us to welcome everyone as we would 
welcome him. 
 
Welcome and wave  
Tell the story, asking the children to listen out for the word ‘welcome’. When they 
hear this word, they should stand up, wave their arms in the air and cheer. 
This method of telling the story would also work well for a group meeting online. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, "Wherever you go, if people welcome 
you, then they are welcoming me, too. And if they welcome me, 
then they are also welcoming God." 
He continued, "If someone welcomes a prophet and welcomes 
them because they are a prophet, then they will receive the same 
reward as a prophet. If someone welcomes a good person and 
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welcomes them because they are good, then they will receive the same reward as a 
good person. 
And if someone helps one of these little ones – if they give them only a cup of cold water 
because they are one of my followers – then they will certainly be rewarded." 
 
 
 

Time to think and talk about the story 
 
Please feel free to choose as much or as little as it suits you from the suggestions below 
to think together about the story. 
 
Wonder together: I wonder what was your favourite part of that 
passage/story? I wonder which part surprised or puzzled you? I wonder what it 
tells us about God? I wonder how it helps us to live as Christians? 
 
Draw or sculpt: Use paper and pens, modelling dough, Lego or pipe cleaners to 
respond to the passage or story. Share with each other something about your 
drawing or model. 
 
Bring something to the circle: Look around where you have gathered and find 
something to bring to the circle that helps you think more about what you 
have heard. Share why you chose that object. 
 

 
 
Time to pray 
 
Mind map prayers 
Place a large sheet of paper in the middle of the room. Create a mind-map as a group, 
using the following questions: 

- What do you want to thank God for? 
- What would each of you like prayer for? 
- What people you know do you want to pray for? 
- What do you want to pray for our city, our country and our world? 

 
Pray together as works best for you as a family. If you like, you could keep the mind 
map to use it for praying together throughout the coming week. 
 

 
 
Time to sing 
 
This week’s song helps us to remember that being welcoming is a very important part of 
being church. You can find the link to the YouTube video below: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=js8RtT0mJpc 
 
All Are Welcome 
 
Let us build a house 
where love can dwell 
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And all can safely live, 
A place where 
saints and children tell 
How hearts learn to forgive. 
 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
Rock of faith and vault of grace; 
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions; 
 
Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
And words are strong and true, 
Where all God's children dare to seek 
To dream God's reign anew. 
 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
And a symbol of God's grace; 
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 
 
Let us build a house where love is found 
In water, wine and wheat: 
A banquet hall on holy ground, 
Where peace and justice meet. 
 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
Is revealed in time and space; 
As we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 
 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
All are welcome in this place. 

 
A prayer to end with 
 
Dear Lord Jesus,  
Thank you for welcoming each and every one of us,  
please help us to also welcome those we encounter. 
Amen. 
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A big thank you to Mary for giving us permission both to use her work  
and to make changes that suit this occasion and this context 


