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St John of Jerusalem, South Hackney 
from the Rectory window 
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Patronal Festival – Birth of John the Baptist – 28 June 2020 
 
 

Collect for the Birth of John the Baptist 
 

Let us pray: 
 
Almighty God,  
by whose providence your servant John the Baptist  
 was wonderfully born,  
and sent to prepare the way of your Son our Saviour  
by the preaching of repentance:  
lead us to repent according to his preaching  
and, after his example,  
constantly to speak the truth, boldly to rebuke vice,  
and patiently to suffer for the truth’s sake;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Coronavirus (COVID-19) Collect 
 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading 
 

A Reading from the Prophecy of Isaiah  
(read by Jennifer Clarke, Scheme Manager, Leander Court) 
 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she 
has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: ‘In 
the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and 
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hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places 
a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 
together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I 
said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower 
of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord 
blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; 
but the word of our God will stand for ever. Get you up to a high mountain, O 
Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, 
herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here 
is your God!’ See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock 
like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his 
bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.  
 

Isaiah 40.1-11 
 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel Reading 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you O Lord 
(read by The Revd Deacon Gill Newman) 
 
The time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbours 
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they 
rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and 
they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, 
‘No; he is to be called John.’ They said to her, ‘None of your relatives has this 
name.’ Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he 
wanted to give him. He asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is 
John.’ And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and 
his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all 
their neighbours, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire 
hill country of Judea. All who heard them pondered them and said, ‘What then 
will this child become?’ For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. The 
child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the 
day he appeared publicly to Israel. 

Luke 1.57-66,80 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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To neighbours in Victoria Ward  
 
You may well have seen or heard of posters around our neighbourhood offering 
aid to people who need to be at home all the time now. People who are self 
isolating, including older members of our community and those with 
underlying health conditions. 
 
The service being offered is that people can ring a number and a volunteer will 
be found who can help with shopping, running errands, walking your dog, have 
a conversation if you’re feeling lonely – if you need to be at home at this time 
and there is no one to help you do these things. 
 
The volunteer base has grown organically – all local people who live in Victoria 
Ward.  
 
This volunteer network only covers Victoria Ward, so if you don’t live in the 
Ward, I’m afraid this won’t work for you. Neighbouring Wards are also running 
similar schemes. To check the Ward boundaries please use the ‘Wards in 
Hackney’ map on this page of the Hackney Council website. Scroll down to find 
the map, and then zoom in: 
https://hackney.gov.uk/constituencies-wards 
 
The number for people to call is  
07447 462 531. 
 
email is victoriamutualaid@gmail.com 
 
Just to repeat - the area covered is Victoria Ward. People would need to be 
warned about that if this goes out widely, as the system is based on a web of 
very small units which cover the Ward. 
 
Please spread the word about this to friends and neighbours in the Ward. 
 
With all good wishes, 
 
Andrew 
 
The Revd Andrew Wilson 
Rector of St John of Jerusalem, South Hackney 
The Rectory 
9 Church Crescent 
London 
E9 7DH 
 
020 8985 5145 
andrewmwwilson@tiscali.co.uk 
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