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1st Sunday of Advent – 29 November 2020 
 
 
 

The Gathering 
 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

The Greeting 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Penitence 
 
A voice cries out in the wilderness,  
‘Make straight the way of the Lord’ 
So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith.  

Cf John1:23 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Kyrie  

 Lord, have mercy 

All Lord, have mercy 

 

 Christ, have mercy 

All Christ, have mercy 

 

 Lord, have mercy 

All Lord, have mercy 

 
 

Collect for 1st Sunday of Advent  
Let us pray: 

Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 

that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

to judge the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
 

The Coronavirus (COVID-19) Collect 
 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading 
 

A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 

 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given 

you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 
knowledge of every kind— just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among 

you— so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless 

on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

1 Corinthians 1.3-9 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
 

 Psalm 

Psalm 80: 1-8; 18-20 

1  Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, • 

   you that led Joseph like a flock; 

2  Shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim, • 

   before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. 

3  Stir up your mighty strength • 

   and come to our salvation. 

4  Turn us again, O God; • 

   show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

5  O Lord God of hosts, • 

   how long will you be angry at your people’s prayer? 

6  You feed them with the bread of tears; • 

   you give them abundance of tears to drink. 

7  You have made us the derision of our neighbours, • 

   and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

8  Turn us again, O God of hosts; • 

   show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
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18  Let your hand be upon the man at your right hand, • 

   the son of man you made so strong for yourself. 

19  And so will we not go back from you; • 

   give us life, and we shall call upon your name. 

20  Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts; • 

   show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

Music – Taizé: Alleluia 7 by Jacques Berthier 
Gospel Reading 

 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
Glory to you O Lord 
 

‘But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon 
will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers 
in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in 
clouds” with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather 
his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

 

‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these 
things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, 
this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

 

‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the 
time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and 
puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to 
be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master 
of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say 
to you I say to all: Keep awake.’  

Mark 13: 24-end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sermon – Revd Andrew Wilson 
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The Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
And at the end: 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
 

In the tender mercy of our God, 

the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 

to give light to those who dwell in darkness 

and in the shadow of death, 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

cf Luke 1.78,79 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

 

Music – ‘The Gift’. Words: Carmina Gadelica. Music: Gordon Beck 
 

Preparation of the Table 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 

 
As the grain once scattered in the fields 
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 
so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together 
from the corners of the earth 
into your kingdom. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
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By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 
he lived on earth and went about among us; 
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 
he put an end to death by dying for us; 
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 
 
And now we give you thanks 
because when he humbled himself 
to come among us in human flesh, 
he fulfilled the plan you formed long ago 
and opened for us the way of salvation. 
So now we watch for the day, 
knowing that the salvation promised us will be ours 
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
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Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of John the Baptist and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Rejoicing in God’s new creation 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
 
 

Agnus Dei (The Lamb of God) 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
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Spiritual Communion 
 
From the Church of England’s ‘Guidance on Spiritual Communion  
and Coronavirus’:  
 
Thanks be to you Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me,  
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly,  
love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day.  
Amen. 
 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 
The sharing of Communion 
 
Music – Stay with me (Taizé) by Jacques Berthier 

 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

O Lord our God, 

make us watchful and keep us faithful 

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 

that, when he shall appear, 

he may not find us sleeping in sin 

but active in his service 

and joyful in his praise; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing & Dismissal 
 
 
 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
Exit voluntary – Rorate Caeli: Choral Orné by Jeanne Demessieux (1921-1968) 
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