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Christ the King/Sunday next before Advent – 22 November 2020 
 
Music during the service: Paulette Francis-Ingram (voice); Victoria Hay (organ) 

 
 
 
 

The Gathering 
 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

The Greeting 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Penitence 
 

Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ 
So let us turn away from sin and turn to Christ, 
confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 

 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
 

Collect for Christ the King and the Sunday next before Advent 
 

 
Let us pray: 

Eternal Father, 

whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven 

that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: 

keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 

and in the bond of peace, 

and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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The Coronavirus (COVID-19) Collect 

 
Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading 
 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel 
 

For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 
As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will 

seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been 
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples 

and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will 

feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts 

of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall 
be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on 

rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I 
will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 

strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the 
strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
 

Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and 
the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak 

animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and 

they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall 
feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant 

David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 
 

Ezekiel 34.11-16, 20-24 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
 



6 
 

 
 Psalm 

 

Psalm 95 1-7 

1  O come, let us sing to the Lord; • 

   let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our salvation. 

2  Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving • 

   and be glad in him with psalms. 

3  For the Lord is a great God • 

   and a great king above all gods. 

4  In his hand are the depths of the earth • 

   and the heights of the mountains are his also. 

5  The sea is his, for he made it, • 

   and his hands have moulded the dry land. 

6  Come, let us worship and bow down • 

   and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

7  For he is our God; • 

   we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 

 

Gospel Alleluia – Alleluia, sing to Jesus (Hyfrydol) 
Reading 

 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you O Lord 
 

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 
will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, 
and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the 
left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,I was naked and 
you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and 
you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that 
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to 
drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked 
and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 
visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it 
to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to 
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me.” Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart 
from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was 
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to 
drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give 
me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” Then they also will 
answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he will answer 
them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you 
did not do it to me.” And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.’  

Matthew 25.31-end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sermon – Manuela Schumucki 

The Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
And at the end: 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
 

To crown all things there must be love, 
to bind all together and complete the whole. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 

cf Colossians 3.14 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

 

Music – ‘Immortal, invisible, God only wise’ (St Denio) 
 

Preparation of the Table 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 

 
Be present, 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
our risen high priest; 
make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 
Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
 
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 
he lived on earth and went about among us; 
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 
he put an end to death by dying for us; 
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 
 
And now we give you thanks 
that he is the King of glory, 
who overcomes the sting of death 
and opens the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
He is seated at your right hand in glory 
and we believe that he will come to be our judge. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
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which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of John the Baptist and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Rejoicing in God’s new creation 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
 
 

Agnus Dei (The Lamb of God) 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
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Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
 

Spiritual Communion 
 
From the Church of England’s ‘Guidance on Spiritual Communion  
and Coronavirus’:  
 
Thanks be to you Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me,  
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly,  
love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day.  
Amen. 
 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 
The sharing of Communion 
 
Music: All people that on earth do dwell (Old Hundredth) 

 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Stir up, O Lord, 

the wills of your faithful people; 

that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, 

may by you be plenteously rewarded; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing & Dismissal 
 
 
 

Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will, 
that you may reign with him in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
Exit voluntary – Introduction & March from ‘Battle of Britain Suite’ by William 
Walton (1902-1983) arranged by Robert Gower 
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